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THE SPECIALIST

When Jean-Paul Russell hears the term “original print” his hackles rise.
“In the industry of posters and limited editions, the word ‘original’ is easy
to bastardize,” the master printmaker says. “What most of them make

are reproductions.” Russell has earned the right to be prickly. As founder
and president of Durham Press, a 19-year-old print publishing house

in Bucks County, Pennsylvania, Russell has collaborated with well-
established painters, sculptors, and even poets, teaching them the
possibilities of printmaking. Russeli-who worked with Andy Warhal in the
mid 1980s—invites artists to stay at the bucolic Durham Press compound,
and devise works specifically for printing. "We give them access to - I
techniques like etching, hydraulic presses, woodblocks, and screen
printing,” he says. “The prints we make with them are truly original works.”

* Russell’s work with Ray Charles White has been
particularly successful. White, a photographer who worked at Warhol’s g I
Interview magazine, teamed up with Russell for help on an ongoing ).
photo series called Surface Tension. Using a process similar to silk-
screening, Russell transfers White's images of the surfaces of bodies
of water onto an aluminum substrate. (An example: “Eye on the World,”
page 120). Aluminum reflects light in a way that canvas and paper do :
not, enhancing the aquatic shimmer that White captures. “It’s really A
a perfect marriage of material and subject,” Russell says. White, in turn, ¥
tips his hat to the unique facilities at Durham Press and to his friend, i
saying, “Jean-Paul shook up my vision of photography.” durhampress.com. '
[ White's prints will be exhibited at Senior & Shopmaker Gallery, NYC,
from November 8 to January 5. 212-213-6767. | it
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A Printmaker Russell, right, and photographer White confer at Durham Press. !
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